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Revision for English

Procrastination: why we do it? How we can overcome it? 

Why this evening is important: 

‘You can’t revise for English’ 
‘I don’t know how to revise for English.’ 

When surveyed about the December mocks, 
68% did less than 1-2 hours of revision. 

Therefore, with this in mind,  thank you for coming. 
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English Language 

Paper 1 – 50% of GCSE Paper 2- 50% of GCSE 

Reading: 

- Short questions 

- Question on language and structural 

analysis 

- Question evaluating a text 

Writing: 

- Imaginative writing / descriptive writing 

- Based on an image – two choices of question 

/ prompt.  

Reading: 

- Short questions 

- Question on summarising and comparison 

- Question language analysis 

- Question asking them to compare ideas 

across two extracts 

Writing: 

- Writing from a viewpoint- asked to write a 

speech / article / letter expressing their point 

of view on a topic

Time: 1 Hour 45 minutes 
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English Literature  

Paper 1 
Paper 2

Romeo and Juliet 

Extended essay based on an extract /34 

Frankenstein 

Extended essay based on an extract / 34

Blood Brothers 

- Choice of two essay questions / no extract or 

prompt - /34

Poetry 

Q1- comparative essay based on 15 poems from 

Power and Conflict anthology – one poem given 

and student choice on which one to compare / 30

Q2- unseen poetry question. Student given an 

unseen poem and expected to write an essay on 

poem.  /24

Q3- unseen poetry comparison  /8Time: 1 Hour 45 minutes 

Time: 2 hours and 15 minutes 
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Revising for literature and language : key areas 

Skills: synthesising, analysing language and structure , evaluation, essay 
writing and structure. 

+
Content: what do you know? What can you remember?  

+
Assessment: putting it all together / exam strategy / how to answer the 
question / planning 
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Content: 

Plot:  what happens / when/  to who

Key quotations: who says it and what do they mean. 

Themes / Big ideas- what point is the author making? What are the lessons we can learn 
about… love / family 

Context: what was happening at the time socially / politically/ economically / does a 
modern day reading of this differ from a 19th Century reading? 
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How to revise content? Be active 

Key image booklets 

Mind Maps / Spider Diagrams 

Information dump and retrieval 

Flash cards 

Story boards 

Online videos / BBC bitesize / Revision guides
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What is the Key image booklet? A dual coding method to memory. 

A series of pictures that help students to remember the four key areas 
across the texts:  Romeo and Juliet / Frankenstein / Blood Brothers 

Key Scenes

Key Quotes 

Key Context 

Themes and Big Ideas 
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Use a knowledge organiser:

Read the information then turn over your page 

onto a blank copy and re-write everything you can 

remember
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Other areas: Y11 English Showbie Revision class

5 lessons: Plot. Contextual information. Big Ideas. Key 

Quotations. Practice Papers. 
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The importance of practising skills: 

Too much time is spent on ‘remembering / learning 
content’ and not enough time on the skills. 

- This is the hard part- students absolutely must practice 
putting it all together in an essay. 

- Students should practice using their image booklets to 
write extended paragraphs 

- If you can’t do it at home with all of the resources- how 

do think you are going to do on the day? 

Face your fears =) 
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Annotate the question

Annotate the 

extract for 

ideas / 

devices 

What resources do I need to help me 

write a top level answer? 
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Power and Conflict poetry

● Key quotation booklets 

● Photo booklet for recall 

● Overload of revision 

● Don’t put all of your eggs in one 
basket 

● Plethora of resources online: especially 
Mr. Bruff videos 

● Put your annotations into paragraphs 
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● Skills: analysis, synthesis, evaluation, persuasive writing, creative 
writing, summarising, inference.  

+ 

Content: language and structural features 

Assessment: putting it all together / exam strategy / how to answer 
the question / planning 

Language Revision 
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Language: 

Language Paper 1: 

Skills: 

1. Structure analysis 

2. Language analysis 

3. Evaluation of response: language 
analysis 

4. Descriptive / creative writing

Learning and 

revising key 

terminology: 

language and 

structural features

Extended writing 

Vocabulary banks 
Practicing sentence variety

Building characters 
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Use of Showbie classroom
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Use of Y11 Showbie revision 

Year 11 English Revision 2025/26

EC7CW4
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Top tips: 

● Don’t just do what you always do- simply to say you have ‘done it.’ Strive 
to use the resources to extend your learning. 

● With writing- be it persuasive or creative- revise in stages. Planning / 
writing / editing and improving 

● Play the game: with the writing sections they are looking for variety-
variety of punctuation / variety of sentence lengths / variety of 
vocabulary / variety of techniques. Practice using these so it becomes 
second nature.

● Use your English teachers: we have the luck of being some of your form 
teachers

● Try not to get lost in the vortex of online videos- if you are using them- be 
specific about what you want and use them alongside something.   
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Week
Date 

Range
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Week 1 2 Feb – 6 

Feb

Romeo & Juliet – Key 

characters + 5 micro-

quotes

Frankenstein – Plot + 

Victor/Creature quotes

Blood Brothers – Class theme + 

6 quotes

Poetry – Ozymandias/My Last 

Duchess comparison
Lang P1 – Q2 analysis + 

descriptive warm-up

Week 2 9 Feb – 13 

Feb

Romeo & Juliet – Love & 

Conflict themes

Frankenstein – Ambition 

& Isolation

Blood Brothers – Fate & 

Superstition

Poetry – War poems 

(Exposure/Bayonet Charge)
Lang P2 – Q1–3 practice

Week 3 16 Feb –

20 Feb

Romeo & Juliet –

Elizabethan context

Frankenstein –

Romanticism & scientific 

ambition

Blood Brothers – 1960s/80s 

Liverpool context

Poetry – Nature poems (Storm 

on the Island/The Prelude)
Lang P1 – Q3 structure practice

Week 4 23 Feb –

27 Feb

Romeo & Juliet – Two 

timed theme paragraphs

Frankenstein – Two timed 

character paragraphs

Blood Brothers – Narrator 

analysis paragraph

Poetry – 1 timed comparison 

response
Lang P2 – Q5 viewpoint writing

Week 5 2 Mar – 6 

Mar

Romeo & Juliet – Quote 

recall test

Frankenstein – Quote 

recall test

Blood Brothers – Key scenes 

review

Poetry – Create quote cards Lang P1 – Section A mini-test

Week 6 9 Mar –

13 Mar

Romeo & Juliet – Plan 3 

essays

Frankenstein – Plan 3 

essays

Blood Brothers – Plan 2 essays Poetry – Plan 2 comparisons Lang P2 – Q5 structure practice

Week 7 16 Mar –

20 Mar

Romeo & Juliet – Timed 

extract response

Frankenstein – Timed 

extract response

Blood Brothers – Timed theme 

essay

Poetry – Unseen poem Q1 Lang P1 – Full description (Q5)

Week 8 23 Mar –

27 Mar

Poetry – Unseen poem 

practice

Poetry – Compare two 

unseen poems

Literature – Revisit weakest text Poetry – Revisit weakest theme Lang P2 – Reading timed 

practice
Week 9 20 Apr –

24 Apr

Romeo & Juliet – Full 

essay

Frankenstein – Full essay Blood Brothers – Full essay Poetry – Full comparison Lang P1 – Section A full 

attempt
Week 10 27 Apr – 1 

May

Romeo & Juliet – High-

mark strategies + context

Frankenstein – Structure 

& narrative viewpoint

Blood Brothers – Stagecraft + 

narrator

Poetry – Big themes overview Lang P2 – Q5 high-level 

persuasion

Week 11 4 May – 8 

May

Romeo & Juliet – Quotes 

+ theme maps

Frankenstein – Quotes + 

theme maps

Blood Brothers – Quotes + plot 

quick review

Poetry – Final comparison 

practice
Light review – Mind maps, 

recall, rest

Example revision timetable:

You can use this and adapt to plan your own revision 

and look at the components of the English exams to 

have a clearer focus for your revision
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Maths – revision strategies
Effective revision for maths
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What will help you revise?

Past papers - with worked solutions (mark schemes are hard to understand)

Revision techniques

Revision list for higher/foundation/crossover topics with links to Sparx Maths

Topic specific revision (alternative websites to Sparx Maths)

Purposeful activation tasks in lessons

You spoke, we listened
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Sparx Maths – specific topic focus (QLA and revision list is linked to this)

1st Class Maths – specific topic focus and past papers

Maths Society – specific topic focus by grade

On Maths – online exam papers

Third Space Learning – Revision guides/cards, topic specific 
worksheets/videos, past papers

Save My Exams – Revision notes, past papers, flash cards

Corbettmaths – Good for repeated practice

Showbie – teacher directed revision materials, including P5 resources

Useful Websites
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Structured Revision
Revise maths by ‘doing maths’

Identify your key areas – use 
your mock exam QLAs

Learn the skill of ‘checking’

Learn your formulae*

*formula sheet provided for Summer 2026
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What will help you revise?

Pomodoro Technique

Active recall and spaced repetition

Flash cards

Maximising lesson time

Core Revision Strategies
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Showbie
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Look after your S.H.E.D
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Year 11 Science Revision
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Science Exams:

• 6 exams in total!! – 2 Biology / 2 Chemistry / 2 Physics (70 marks each for 

combined, 100 mark Separate)

• They make up 100% of your grade

• 2 Grades for combined (averaged over the 6 paper)

• 3 Grades for separate (Bio, Chem, Physics)

• So what guidance can I give to help with those examinations?
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Exam Support Materials:
• Chemistry – Periodic Table

• Physics – Equation Sheet

• Biology and the Rest – Stationary- calculator, pen, pencil, ruler.
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Required Practicals

● Roughly 20 – 30% of the paper will be based on required practicals.

● 21 Practicals over the 6 papers. Roughly 3 – 4 practicals a paper. 

● 28 Pracs for Separate.

● Great starter for revision. Still plenty of pracs to do in year 11. Really 
focus on why we do each step, what equipment we use and the 
variables.
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Numeracy
● Roughly 15 – 20% of the paper

● Things like plotting, reading and describing graphs. Calculating means, 
percentages, area of a square and Circle, standard form.

● Conversion of units (mm -> m, dm3 - > cm3)
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Grade Boundaries
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Where to Start?
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Revision

Revising
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● Summarise Lesson Content

● Create questions and mark schemes (Mark your answers in some cases)

● Create a study plan

● Simplify more complex concepts
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Revising for French, Geography and/ or History 
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Your grades in these subjects are just as important as 
in your core subjects – they stay with you on your journey 
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Know your exam board and your examined topics 

French Geography History

AQA AQA Edexcel

Me, my family and friends

-Technology in everyday life

-Free-time activities

-Customs and festivals in 

French-speaking 

countries/communities

-Home, town, neighbourhood 

and region

-Social issues

-Global issues

-My studies

-Life at school/college

-Education post-16

-Jobs, career choices and 

ambitions

Paper 1

Living World 

Physical landscapes (coasts 

and rivers NOT glaciers)

Natural hazards 

Paper 2

Changing economic world 

Urban issues and challenges 

Resource management (Food)

Paper 3 

Fieldwork

Crime and Punishment

Superpower Relations and the 

Cold War

Anglo-Saxon and Norman 

England

Weimar and Nazi Germany 
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Save My Exams
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Flashcards with details on one side and questions on 
the back 
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Importance of regular homework and using the 
revision Showbie



Empowering students to achieve their best through academic excellence, personal growth, and a vibrant, caring community.

History Checklist
1. What paper? What topic? What title?

Write or type this at the start

2. What do I already know about this? – knowledge dump

This is worth doing as it saves you time and gives you a realistic check on 

what you already know

3. Where can I find the info I need? Look on Showbie and in book before you 

search it online

If you can’t find it on Showbie or in your book, make sure you type ‘EDEXCEL 

HISTORY GCSE’ into your search

4. What am I doing with this info that will help me to remember it?

You need to be summarising, putting into your own words, categorising and/ 

or explaining for history 

5. What will remembering this need to look like in the exam?

Almost always, this will be a PEEL paragraph
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Save My Exams

● Concise revision notes 
● Past Exam papers and mark schemes sorted 

by topic 
● Flashcards 
● Membership free – 5 resources a week
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-Language gym

-Save my exams

-Speaking questions flashcards

-Vocabulary mind maps

-Showbie classroom (vocab lists, past 

lessons, sentence builders, speaking 

questions)

-YouTube – Learn French with Mr K


